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Purim in Perspective: More Serious than You Think

I. Opening Question

A rabbinic debate and its counterintuitive results...
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Il Pegging Purim as a Paradigm

A. A Unique Historical Juncture
Jewish History Timeline: Patriarchal Period-Destruction of Second Temple

. Patriarchal Period

. Egyptian Slavery

. Exodus and Desert Wandering
. Conquest of Canaan

. Judges

. United Kingdom-First Temple
. Divided Kingdom

. Babylonian Exile
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. Persian Conquest; Return and Rebuilding of Second Temple/ Purim
10. Greek Dominance

11. Hasmonean Kingdom

12. Roman Dominance and Rule

13. Destruction of the Second Temple

B. Examples of Specific Purim Celebrations

Communities

Purim Ancona (21 Tevet)
Purim of the Bandits (22 Elul)
Purim Burghul (29 Tevet)


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tevet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elul
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Purim Cairo (28 Adar)

Purim Hebron (Window Purim) (14 Tevet)
Purim Narbonne (21 Adar)

Purim Rhodes (14 Adar)

Purim Saragossa (18 Shevat)

Purim Sebastiano (1 Elul)

Purim Tiberias (7 Elul and 4 Kislev)
Purim Vinz (20 Adar)

Families

Purim of Rabbi Avraham Danzig (16 Kislev)
Purim of Rabbi Yom Tov Lipman Heller (1 Adar)
Purim Povidl ("Plum Jam Purim") (10 Adar

[l Continuing Realities

A. A Turbulent, Uncertain, Vulnerable Existence
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1 Now in the twelfth month, which is the month Adar, on the thirteenth day of the same, when
the king's commandment and his decree drew near to be put in execution-on the very day that
the enemies of the Jews expected to gain the upper hand over them- and it was turned about:
The Jews gain the upper hand over their adversaries.

B. God’s Hidden Face
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Where can an allusion to “Esther” be found in the Torah? “['19 7'nox "non »axi] And | will hide
my face (19 1'nox "non axi) on that day.

C. An Aberrant World
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Rava stated: An individual is required to become so intoxicated on Purim-that he can no longer
distinguish between “Accursed is Haman and Blessed is Mordechai.”



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shevat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kislev
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D. A Fragmented Nation
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The Mishna lists a series of dates as to when aspects of Purim can be celebrated-dependent
upon physical communal circumstance

E. Eyes and Hearts towards Home
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The Mishna rules that all cities walled from the time of Yehoshua Bin Nun are to read the
Megilla on the 15" day of Adar (Shushan Purim). After raising the alternative position of Rabbi
Yehoshua ben Korcha- that the cutoff for determining whether a city is to be defined as “walled”
should be the time of Ahashveirosh -the Talmud asks how our Mishna can offer the opinion it
does-given that Shushan was not walled at the time of Yehoshua. The Talmud responds that
Shushan is “an exception.”

IV A Paradigmatic Cast of Characters

1. Haman
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6 But it seemed contemptible in his eyes to lay hands on Mordechai alone; for they had made
known to him the people of Mordechai; wherefore Haman sought to destroy all the Jews that
were throughout the whole kingdom of Ahashveirosh, even the people of Mordechai.
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2. Mordechai
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2 And all the king's servants who were in the king's gate, bowed down, and prostrated
themselves before Haman; for the king had so commanded concerning him. But Mordechai
would neither bow down, nor prostrate himself.

3. Esther
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16 'Go, gather together all the Jews that are present in Shushan, and fast for me, and neither
eat nor drink three days, night and day; | also and my maidens will fast in like manner; and so
will I go to the king, which is not according to the law; and as | will be lost, so will | be lost.'

4. Ahashveirosh
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15 The couriers went forth in haste by the king's commandment, and the decree was distributed

in Shushan the capital; and the king and Haman sat down to drink; and the city of Shushan was
astonished.
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2 And he came even before the king's gate; for it was forbidden to enter the king's gate,

clothed in sackcloth
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11 'All the king's servants, and the people of the king's provinces, are well aware, that if anyone,
whether man or woman, approaches the king in the inner court, without being summoned, there
is but one law for him, that he be put to death, except for the person to whom the king shall
extend the golden scepter so that he may live. And as for me, | have not been summoned to
come to the king for the past thirty days.'
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On that night the king’s sleep was disturbed, and he ordered that the record book, the
chronicles, be brought and read before the King.
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5 Thereupon, King Ahashveirosh exclaimed and said to Esther the queen: 'Who is he, and
where is he, who dared presume in his heart to do so?' 6 And Esther said: 'An adversary and an
enemy! This Wicked Haman." And Haman trembled in terror before the king and the
gueen. 7_And the king rose in a rage from the banquet of wine and went into the palace garden;
and Haman remained to beg for his life from Esther the queen; for he saw that there was evil
determined against him by the king. 8 And the king returned from the palace garden to the
banquet room; and Haman was fallen upon the couch upon which Esther was; and the king
exclaimed: 'Will he even force the gueen while | am in the house?' As the word went out of the
king's mouth, they covered Haman's face. 9 Then Harbonah, one of the chamberlains in
attendance before the king said: 'Behold also, the gallows fifty cubits high, which Haman has
made for Mordechai, who spoke good for the king, is standing in Haman'’s house.' And the king
said: 'Hang him on it.' 10 So they hanged Haman on the gallows which he had prepared for
Mordechai, and the king's wrath abated.
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3 And Esther spoke yet again before the king, and fell down at his feet, and besought him with
tears to avert the evil intention of Haman the Agagite, and his scheme which he had plotted
against the Jews.
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10 And they wrote in the name of king Ahashveirosh, and sealed it with the king's ring, and sent
letters by couriers on horseback, riding on swift steeds that were used in the king's service, bred
of the stud; 11 that the king had permitted the Jews that were in every city to gather themselves
together, and to stand for their lives; to destroy, and to slay, and to exterminate, all the armed
forces of any people or province that threaten them, their little ones and women; and to plunder
their possessions, 12 upon one day in all the provinces of king Achashveirosh, namely, upon
the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is the month Adar.

IV. A Final, Frightening, Continuing Reality
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13 Then Mordechai said to reply to Esther: do not imagine that you will be able to escape in the
king's house, more than all the Jews. 14 for if you persist in keeping silent at this time, then will
relief and deliverance arise to the Jews from another place, and you and your father’s house will
perish; and who knows whether it was for just such a time as this that you attained the royal
position?

V. Not only for the Galut: Israel in the Community of Nations

V. A Return to the Opening Question
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